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Cllr Rowland O’Connor 

Cornwall Council  
Division: St. Columb Major, St. Mawgan-in-Pydar & St. Wenn 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to the December 2025 report for residents of St. Columb Major, St. Mawgan & St. Wenn. 

This edition provides a clear summary of seasonal service changes, council activity and community 

updates as we move into 2026. This month brings the usual winter service updates, seasonal 

community activity, and preparations for council business heading into 2026. 

Local Council Updates 
Highways & Winter Service 

• Cornwall Council has activated its winter gritting schedule across mid-Cornwall, including 

primary routes serving St. Columb Major and surrounding areas. 

• Routine pothole, surface‑water and drainage inspections continue. 

• Drainage grids in rural parts of St. Mawgan and St. Wenn receive standard winter 

maintenance. 

• Reporting issues: Residents can report potholes, flooding or drain concerns via the 

Cornwall Council online reporting system. 

Waste & Recycling (Christmas Period) 

• Waste and recycling collections operate on adjusted schedules over Christmas and New 

Year. 

• Additional cardboard can be placed beside recycling bags if flattened. 
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Changes to Household Collection Days 

Normal collection due When it will be collected 

Monday 22 December Normal collection 

Tuesday 23 December Normal collection 

Wednesday 24 December Normal collection 

Thursday 25 December Saturday 27 December 

Friday 26 December Monday 29 December 

Monday 29 December Tuesday 30 December 

Tuesday 30 December Wednesday 31 December 

Wednesday 31 December Thursday 1 January 

Thursday 1 January Friday 2 January 

Friday 2 January Saturday 3 January 

Monday 5 January Back to normal 

 

Council Meetings & Decisions 

• December is a lighter month for formal meetings; work continues on the 2026 budget and 

statutory planning. 

• Emergency planning teams maintain winter weather readiness. 

Planning 

• The Planning Service operates reduced hours between Christmas and New Year, though 

statutory deadlines remain unchanged. 

• Consultation windows continue as normal; residents can view or comment on applications 

via the online planning portal. 

• Response times may be slower than usual due to seasonal staffing levels. 

Community News 
Schools & Education 

• Local schools close for end of term shortly before Christmas and reopen in early January. 

• Schools typically hold seasonal activities such as fairs, concerts and fundraising events. 

Healthcare 

• GP practices issue winter wellness guidance, including prescription reminders and advice 

for accessing urgent care over bank holidays. 

Community Groups & Winter Support 

• Churches, halls and volunteer groups run community meals, carol services and festive 

support initiatives such as toy or food collections. 
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Weather Preparedness 

• Cornwall typically experiences heavy rain and strong winds in December; resilience teams 

remain on standby. 

 

Events & Activities (Next 28 Days) 

Mid‑December 2025 → Mid‑January 2026 

Parish & Local Governance 

• Parish council meetings across St. Columb Major, St. Mawgan and St. Wenn (check local 

noticeboards for confirmed dates). 

Council & Public Services 

• Adjusted service hours for waste sites, libraries and leisure centres operate throughout the 

Christmas and New Year period. 

• Cornwall Council typically publishes early‑year consultations in mid‑January. 

Community & Seasonal Events 

• Community Christmas activities including carol services, festive gatherings and 

volunteer‑run support events. 

Casework & Resident Issues 
Highways 

• Winter highways concerns: drains, surface water, potholes and visibility. 

• Street lighting concerns in St. Columb Major. 

Environment & Waste 

• Queries relating to altered Christmas and New Year waste schedules. 

Planning & Housing 

• Planning and housing enquiries continue to form a core part of monthly casework. 

Community Support 

• Cost‑of‑living support requests and signposting remain common. 

Future Priorities 

• Monitoring winter highways maintenance and raising issues promptly with the relevant 

teams. 

• Supporting residents affected by seasonal weather, including signposting to appropriate 

services. 

• Preparing for early‑2026 council business, including the annual budget and scrutiny 

forward plans. 

• Reviewing casework trends from 2025 to shape priorities for the year ahead. 

• Continuing liaison with parish councils to plan and coordinate early‑year projects. 
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Message to Residents 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me this month about local issues. Your feedback helps 
ensure Cornwall Council remains accountable and responsive to rural communities like ours. 
Please do continue to share any concerns or ideas — particularly as we look ahead to the festive 
season and beyond to 2026. 

Useful Links 
• Cornwall Council Planning Portal 

• Roads and Transport Information 

• Waste and Recycling Services 

Contact Details 

If you’d like to get in touch, please contact me at cllr.rowland.oconnor@cornwall.gov.uk or by 

phone on 01872 322222 (say my name). 

Staying Updated 
For the latest verified information on services, emergencies and council announcements, residents 
can check the Cornwall Council website or follow official Cornwall Council social media channels. 

 
 

This report is for information only and is intended to keep residents updated on local matters. It 
does not represent personal views, editorial commentary, or promotional content. 


